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COLLABORATIVE
INITIATIVE

Camden Collaborative Initiative — 2021 All Working Groups Meeting
Wednesday, January 27, 2021, 10am — 12pm via Zoom Meeting

NOTES

Greetings (Meishka L. Mitchell, CFP)

Introductions

. 2020 CCI Highlights (Meishka L. Mitchell, CFP)

a. Accomplishments
Adapted in 2020 to new virtual format due to COVID-19 pandemic
Meishka discussed 2020 accomplishments of CCl and its partners included the Camden
Environmental Summit first time virtual, over 250+ attendees), relaunch of Camden
Reports, completion of Camden Parks Plan, Green + Healthy Camden, Conservation
Blueprint, truck traffic citizen science project
Meetings included information presentations: Q-Star cameras, Newark’s Chief
Sustainability Officer, American Water/New Jersey American Water

b. Areas for improvement
Need to resume “solutions-oriented” focus of “working” toward goals during meetings
Meishka discussed areas that were discussed in 2020, but that little momentum was
gained: anti-littering campaign, lead in water education, adopt-a-catch basin

. New Jersey Environmental Issues/Opportunities on the Horizon (Armando Alfonso,

NJDEP)

a. Environmental Justice Bill
The state is now in the process of writing the rule regarding the recently passed
Environmental Justice law that allows the NJDEP to consider cumulative impacts in
overburdened communities regarding certain permitted facilities. Rulemaking is
progressing with public meetings, and participation is invited.

b. Plastics Ban
Plastic Pollution Reduction Act passed, which bans single-use plastic bags & polystyrene
foam food containers but won'’t take effect until May 2022. Many local
municipalities/counties have already moved forward with their own plastic bag bans.



c. Electric Vehicles
Electric vehicles and their charging infrastructure is being encouraged with various
program incentives.

d. New Stormwater Rule
The state’s revised stormwater rules aim to provide more green infrastructure and
sustainable design in developments.

e. New administration at US Environmental Protection Agency
The state is encouraged by EPA’s revived focus on environmental justice with the new
Biden administration.
Also encouraging is that the former head of US Water Alliance, who is familiar with
Camden and CCl, has just been appointed to a high level at the US EPA’s office of water.

f. Other
NJ’'s dedicated land preservation funding from the Corporate Business Tax increased in
2020.
The Long Term Control Plan for Camden’s combined sewer system is to be implemented
later this year.
New Jersey is challenging several rules from EPA, US Fish and Wildlife Service, and the
US Department of Energy
The State is making strong efforts to remove PFAS from the environment.
Climate change actions will be guided by the state’s 2020
report:www.nj.gov/dep/newsrel/2020/20 0033.htm and www.nj.gov/dep/climatechan
ge/
The state Economic Development Authority has a brownfields loan program available.
The state is excited about the Harrison Ave landfill moving toward opening in a year
(after the land has settled, following construction).

Fred Stine (Delaware Riverkeeper Network) added that DRN is challenging the
Gibbstown liquified natural gas export terminal; liquified gas would be shipped through
our area to get there.

. CCl Moving Forward

a. Logistics
i. Meeting Dates/Times
e Poll was distributed on preferred meeting arrangement; 60%+
wanted to keep current format of all meetings in one day.
e Discussion on how to engage more residents in CCl activities and
meetings.
e New evening meetings added to schedule.


https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nj.gov%2fdep%2fnewsrel%2f2020%2f20_0033.htm&c=E,1,g9K2Ix9VAvHx-a4BXHZAIIVqS8oT4qQLVdk9MXQQZQAYCFQ71t3i9sALjfdCSywlerOhli5cDIlpmPYCw98FripWiU4FOrnnRUdxirALoIRB6t54VBtetNFsCQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nj.gov%2fdep%2fclimatechange%2f&c=E,1,R83tQH-nXYG5zU2OoWAO0hGJTKga03n3G5dGipg0gqte-gyiUVHdnfWVL38KdDky1LqW75XVfHCb1Xchmb23uUntskoSLu2r7ivnh9sRFjkU&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nj.gov%2fdep%2fclimatechange%2f&c=E,1,R83tQH-nXYG5zU2OoWAO0hGJTKga03n3G5dGipg0gqte-gyiUVHdnfWVL38KdDky1LqW75XVfHCb1Xchmb23uUntskoSLu2r7ivnh9sRFjkU&typo=1

o Consider broadcasting via City website; broadcasting live
on CCI FB page
o Attend meetings of other organizations to provide
information—go to residents
ii. Communication
e Discussion on frequency and information provided in CCl emails.

b. Priorities
*Jamboard: https://jamboard.google.com/d/1FZRd-
2mtB5as JmJQdEOswZ5NQglz0yhXZ-KojlHZy4/edit?usp=sharing

= Participants used Jamboards to input possible priorities for CCl 2021
according to the areas below. See attached completed Jamboards.
i. Who's missing?
ii. Water
ii. Air
iv. Waste Management
v. Open Space & Brownfields

c. Partner Support
Linda Cairnes (Center for Aquatic Sciences) described their grant-funded resident river
reflections project to solicit information on what residents think about waterways, and
reached out for resident contacts. CAS also conducts kayak trips for residents.
Fred Stine (Delaware Riverkeeper Network) spoke about DRN’s volunteer workdays for
green infrastructure planting: they have grant funding for plants and are looking for
sites and partners to provide volunteers, sometime in the spring.
Amy Verbosfsky noted that a public informational meeting was announced to discuss
the Camden Health Element of the city’s Master Plan on February 1, from 7-8:30 pm.
Bob Sobol noted that he and Sarah Bryant of Cooper’s Ferry are working with the
Environmental Justice Task Force and the Urban Land Institute, working toward getting
funding for a Brownfields project.
Cooper’s Ferry Partnership is working on two projects funded by EPA:

o Neighborhood wide Cramer Hill (North Camden)? brownfields assessment (EPA

funded)
o “Leading with Lead” (East Camden) neighborhood-based strategy on tackling
lead in water, paint, and dust. Educational material may be distributed citywide.

Steve Jandoli (American Littoral Society) mentioned that ALS and the Coalition for the
Delaware River Watershed are working to get more people to enjoy activities along the
river
Cooper’s Ferry’s CCl coordination efforts are supported with funds from the Dodge
Foundation through Cooper’s Ferry, and from sponsors of the Environmental Summit
sponsors; other CCl members use a variety of funding sources.


https://jamboard.google.com/d/1FZRd-2mtB5as_JmJQdE0swZ5NQglz0yhXZ-KojIHZy4/edit?usp=sharing
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1FZRd-2mtB5as_JmJQdE0swZ5NQglz0yhXZ-KojIHZy4/edit?usp=sharing

e Kelly McLaughlin (Southern New Jersey Perinatal Cooperative) noted that SNJPC
awarded a mini-grant to Virtua Pediatric Mobile Services to purchase equipment to
screen more children for lead exposure (six-month pilot). They plan to screen an
additional 300 children by the end of June (lead and other services).

VI. 11:50-12:00 - Wrap-Up
e Notes, Jamboards, and CCl meetings schedule to be distributed.

e Jamboards to be used during CCl working groups meetings in February to develop 2021
workplans.

Links Shared During Meeting

Green + Healthy Camden
https://web.tplgis.org/camden csc/

DRBC Votes to Approve Gibbstown Fracking Terminal
https://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/sites/default/files/decision%20LNG DRBC%20120920 0

-pdf

NJ ZIP

New Jersey Zero emission Incentive Program:

Voucher Pilot for Medium Duty Vehicles
https://www.njeda.com/financing_incentives/technology lifesciences/NJZIP?utm medium=em
ail&utm source=govdelivery

NJDEP Climate Change
https://www.nj.gov/dep/climatechange/

NJDEP-New Scientific Report (press release)
https://www.nj.gov/dep/newsrel/2020/20 0033.htm

Harrison Avenue Landfill: Virtual Field Trip
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-XuosgBsUY

DISCLAIMER: This is a summary of the meeting and is based upon the written notes and memory of individuals
from Cooper’s Ferry Partnership and members of the CCl Core Team. The notes are intended to capture only the
main points made in the meeting, and they reflect comments on work-in-progress. The notes do not imply a
specific opinion or commitment on the part of any individual or organization represented at the meeting. Report
any corrections to camdencollaborative@coopersferry.com


https://web.tplgis.org/camden_csc/
https://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/sites/default/files/decision%20LNG_DRBC%20120920_0.pdf
https://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/sites/default/files/decision%20LNG_DRBC%20120920_0.pdf
https://www.njeda.com/financing_incentives/technology_lifesciences/NJZIP?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.njeda.com/financing_incentives/technology_lifesciences/NJZIP?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nj.gov/dep/climatechange/
https://www.nj.gov/dep/newsrel/2020/20_0033.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-XuosqBsUY
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